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you read the summary first, and then review the discussion, including the discussion points
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then compare your answers to those that you will find in the Leader’s Guide.
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Summary
The woman caught in adultery is a story of Grace and Truth. It shows us the heart of the
Father and His desire above all else to restore us to a right relationship with Him. Through
the images and words of the story of the woman caught in adultery God shows us Jesus
our Advocate, His attitude towards our accusers, and that sin can disqualify you in more
ways than one. This study explores those images and the story within the story.
The fact is that every one of us have played the role of the adulterer towards the LORD.
We have all allowed circumstances, people and things to take center stage in our lives
before God. Like the woman caught in adultery, we chase after other lovers. We seek to
become one with something that will satisfy our need for love, acceptance or fulfillment.
We seek to fill the God size hole in our hearts.
Having His image within us is like having this giant mirror in our heart. As we pursue things
that don't line up with that image, the mirror becomes veiled with layers of lies. We can no
longer see the reflection of who we really are because the image is filtered through lies and
confusion.
So we seek to find that reflection in our spouses, our jobs, our ministries, our children, etc.
Being a housewife, salesman, healing evangelist, prophet, business owner, pastor, or
whatever is not our heavenly position. They are our current earthly position - not our
identity. We are identified with Christ - a child of God, a Son of the Most High, the Bride of
Christ.
His Grace enables our real identity to come into view. As He shows us who we really are
in Him, empowering us to conform to that image. The mirror is restored and we now see
clearly.
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Leader’s Guide
U John 8:3-11 (KJV)
3)
And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a wom an taken in adultery; and when they had set
her in the m idst,
4)
They say unto him , Master, this wom an was taken in adultery, in the very act.
5)
Now Moses in the law com m anded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?
6)
This they said, tem pting him , that they m ight have to accuse him . But Jesus stooped down, and with
his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.
7)
So when they continued asking him , he lifted up him self, and said unto them , He that is without sin
am ong you, let him first cast a stone at her.
8)
And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
9)
And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at
the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the wom an standing in the m idst.
10)
W hen Jesus had lifted up him self, and saw none but the wom an, he said unto her, W om an, where are
those thine accusers? hath no m an condem ned thee?
11)
She said, No m an, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condem n thee: go, and sin no
m ore.

1)

W as the wom an guilty of a sin worthy of death, according to the Law?
 Yes. Adultery was punishable by death.
{Leviticus 20:10 -21 lays out the law regarding sexual sin. In nearly every case death is the penalty.
Verse 10 refers directly to the issue of adultery. Under the law, both the man and the woman were to
be put to death. It is important to note that the Pharisees only brought the woman. The man was not
charged. That was a violation of the law.}

2)

Sym bolically, who does the wom an represent?
 Israel
 The Church
 Us, individually
{W e are all guilty of spiritual adultery. Anything that we place before God is spiritual adultery.}

3)

The pharisees are representative of who?
 The accuser
 The religious, walking under the law and without a relationship with God
 Denom inations that hold to the legalistic letter of the Law without grace;
 Religious orders
 Representatives of the Law
 John 5:39-40 - those who pour over the scriptures and know them in their heads, but choose
not to let them in their hearts - seek knowledge but not the Giver of knowledge.
 The accuser of the brethren - anyone who stands ready to rem ind us of our shortcom ings and
our inability to m easure up without providing the option of God’s m ercy and grace aligns
them self with the accuser of the brethren.
{Consider the symbolic display that God has painted in the W ord, the crowd, Jesus, the woman and
the pharisees. Consider the place. Jesus is in the temple were He was teaching the people when the
woman was brought before Him. The temple represented the throne of God. What do you see?}
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4)

Under the law, what should have been done?
 She should have been taken out of the city and stoned.

5)

W hat role is Jesus standing in for this wom an?
 Intercessor, Advocate
 Advocate, protector, m ediator
 Judge and jury - hearing her case and pronouncing sentence

6)

How does His role with this wom an reflect His role for us in Heaven?
 Jesus dealt with her accusers, just as Jesus deals with the one that brings accusations against us.
 Jesus testifies to the fact that we can not be charged with sin because of His blood which speaks for
us.
I John 2:1-2
1)
My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any m an sin, we have an
ADVOCATE with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
2)
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.


His role is the sam e for us - He stands up to plead our case and relieves us of our just
consequences, through the com pleted work of the Cross. He faces our accusers on our
behalf, so that we don’t have to or even need to - He has taken all our sins upon Him self.

U John 8: 6-8 (KJV)
6)
This they said, tem pting him , that they m ight have to accuse him . But Jesus stooped down, and with
his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.
7)
So when they continued asking him , he lifted up him self, and said unto them , He that is without sin
am ong you, let him first cast a stone at her.
8)
And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

7)

W hat, if anything, does the fact that Jesus wrote in the sand signify?
 Note verse 6, part B, – as though he heard them not.
{As you can see by the common answers below, people have a wide variety of symbolisms that
they see in Jesus writing in the sand. Listen to their answers, but don’t get lost in a rabbit trail.
Stay with the flow of the study.}





The Law as written by the Hand of God (the tablets Moses brought down from the m ountain
contained the ten laws written by God him self). Rem inding those who spoke against her of
their transgressions of the Law. All have sinned and fallen short...
W riting the Ten Com m andm ents before them - each saw their own m easure of guilt.
W riting a pardon - sym bolic of our nam es being written in the Lam bs Book of Life - Jesus
becom ing our Advocate gave the ability for our nam es to be written in the Book. W hatever
Jesus wrote in the sand gave the wom an her life back. W hen He writes our nam es in the
Lam b’s Book, He is giving us eternal life. Restored relationship with Him and with each other.
Jesus restored her into right relationship with the Father and with others.

A) Does the Father hear the words of our accuser against us?
 No, I John 2:1-2. Jesus nullifies the accuser’s words by the testim ony of His blood.
 No, just as Jesus did, He ignores the voice of the accuser. He is rem inded of the Truth of
who we are through the testim ony of Christ.
{Consider Jesus actions before the woman’s accusers. He wrote in the sand as if he did not
hear them. Their words were not important, because he saw their hearts. He also had
something more important to say about the situation for them, the woman and for us.}
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U Romans 3:22-26 (KJV)
26)
To declare, I say, at this tim e his righteousness: that he m ight be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.
8)

W hat does your act of accepting Jesus as your Savior earn you?
 Nothing. It was freely given for His Glory. It was not given because of any action on our part;
otherwise it would be a debt and not free.
 By accepting Jesus as our LORD and Savior we sim ply applied the free gift.
 A free gift can not be claim ed unless it has been accepted.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him
shall not perish but have ever lasting life.



It doesn’t earn us anything - it is given freely.
By Him and through Him are we justified and m ade upright - we can’t earn it. If we were
capable of earning it, then His death would have been a useless sacrifice of the Son of God.
It would take things from being grace based (no ability of our own) to works based (all our
ability).

U Eph 1:4-6
4)
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blam e before him in love:
5)
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to him self, according to the
good pleasure of his will,
6)
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath m ade us accepted in the beloved.

9)

W hat does it m ean to be holy and without blam e before him in love?
 Under the law we m ay deserve to be condem ned, but because of His free gift to us our sin can not be
accounted to us.
 W e are acceptable in His love for us.
 W e are hidden in Christ.
 Our spirit has been m ade perfect as He is perfect.
 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 - if any m an is in Christ, he is a new creation...
A) Does that m ean we can sin without fear?
 Deliberately choosing to com m it sin is an act of rebellion. Rebellion leads to separation from God,
because the rebellious plug their ears so that they will not hear the call to repentance. Those
who are rebellious walk away from the sanctification provided by the Cross and enter into
judgem ent for having rejected Christ.
 Absolutely not - it sim ply m eans that if we sin, repent and confess that sin, He is just and able to
forgive. Rebellion is an active, continual choice to do som ething against God. It is not a
struggling believer who is trying to do the right thing and yet stum bles, but im m ediately repents.
True repentance is the ham m er to rebellion’s hold on us.
B) W hat does it m ean to be adopted by God?
 W e are now His children - adopted and m ade His own - unable to be disinherited; we
have a legal standing with Him as well as a personal standing.
 He chose us and m ade us His own. Hand-picked us from before the foundation of the earth.
Nam ed us even before we were in our m other’s wom b.
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U John 8: 7 (KJV)
7)
So when they continued asking him , he lifted up him self, and said unto them , He that is without sin
am ong you, let him first cast a stone at her.

10) W hy did Jesus say to them , “He that is without sin cast the first stone”?
W as this just a m eans to silence them , or is there som ething m ore significant in His statem ent?
 Under the law could any m an stand and declare that they were without sin?
U Romans 3:20 (KJV)
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is
the knowledge of sin.
U Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and com e short of the glory of God


Jesus knew their m otivations were not a desire to pursue righteousness, but to bring accusations
against Him . Knowing their hearts and the spirit behind the accusation against the wom an He
refused to participate in their evil.



Because everyone has sinned - no one is without sin against God. Under the Law, we have
all com m itted sin against God - none are perfect without the grace of Christ.
His com m ent is significant in that it revealed the purpose of His com ing - to fulfill the Law and
provide a way back to the Father. He revealed their own nakedness, exposing their
shortcom ings openly - not to condem n but rather to cast the Light of Truth: that we all have
fallen short and need the grace Christ offers to be m ade right before God and m an.



U John 8:10-11 (KJV)
10)
W hen Jesus had lifted up him self, and saw none but the wom an, he said unto her, W om an, where are
those thine accusers? hath no m an condem ned thee?
11)
She said, No m an, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condem n thee: go, and sin no
m ore.
11) W hy did Jesus not condem n the wom an, knowing that she had sinned a sin worthy of death under the
law?
 Jesus did not com e to judge m an, but to provide a path of forgiveness and restoration unto m an.
John 8:15-16
 He didn’t com e to condem n but rather to save.

12) Is Jesus saying to the Church, to us, “where are thy accusers?”
 Yes. The “accuser of the brethren” can not justly bring an accusation against som eone who has
accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior, because the blood speaks for us. Yet, if we reject His
grace, then we becom e like the Pharisees who could not hear nor see and therefor died in their sin.
 Yes, rem em ber who you belong to. Don’t let sin separate you from God - He does not pull away from
us because we sin. He sees the Blood of Christ and when we draw near to Him in repentance, He is
faithful to draw near to us and offer Him self. Also, don’t let the sins of others separate you from the
love of the Father. W e can’t judge others unfairly - judgem ent becom es a stum bling block. If we
judge, we will be judged. W e are called to judge the fruit of the tree - whether it is good or bad; we are
not called to judge the tree itself.
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13) W hen Jesus says, “Neither do I condem n thee:” , what is He saying?
 He declares that our sin has not been charged to our account. His blood paid the required price for
us.
 You’re forgiven; not charging sin to her account.
A) W hy can we believe that we are not bound by past or current sin once we have confessed those sins?
U Romans 3:24-26
24)
Being justified freely by his grace through the redem ption that is in Christ Jesus:
25)
W hom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the rem ission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
26)
To declare, I say, at this tim e his righteousness: that he m ight be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus.


Because God is not a m an that He should lie. His W ord cannot return to Him void. His nature is
absolute. His W ord is absolute. Knowing Him , being in relationship with Him , will reveal these
things as absolute truth.

14) Jesus also gives the warning “go, and sin no m ore.” W hat is m eant by this?
 Jesus warned the wom an not to repeat her sin, and in doing so declared that she had sinned. Yet He
still gave her another chance. The penalty of sin is death. He paid that price for us.
U Romans 6:23 (KJV)
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Just because you have been given forgiveness, it doesn’t give you free license to go back to
the sam e ways you’ve been living.
He is saying that she has a 2nd chance to m ake the choice to serve the Father or continue to
serve herself (or others). Don’t abuse it, take it for granted or ignore it. Don’t waste a 2 nd
chance at life.
A) W hat is the danger of habitual sin?
 Seared conscience; lines blurred between right and wrong/good and evil.
B) Should we m aintain a focus on sinning less?
 No, focus on loving Him and getting to know Him and His character. Focusing on sin
m akes us works oriented. Focusing on God will m ake us grace oriented.
C) W hat is the difference between m aintaining a focus on Christ and evaluating our lives constantly
for sin?
 Maintaining a focus upon Christ will bring us joy and peace. Constantly evaluating
our lives for sin (navel gazing) cause us to be constantly focusing upon ourselves and
the areas where we fall short. The W ord says to think upon things that are pure and
just, true and right, etc. W hatever we spend our tim e thinking and m editating upon is
what we will becom e likened to. Proverbs 23:7 says As a m an thinketh in his heart, so
is he.

15) W hat is the “Light of Life”?
 Jesus
U John 1: 1-12
 Jesus shed the light on the real problem and revealed the answer, through Him we are restored unto
the Father.
 Jesus - who brings to light the love of the Father and provides the “roadm ap” of how to receive it.
U John 14:6
I am the W ay, the Truth and the Life, no one com es to the Father except thru Me.
www.bridges-of-light.org
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16) W hat are the greatest com m andm ents and why are they im portant?
U M ark 12:28-34 (KJV)
28)
And one of the scribes cam e, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that
he had answered them well, asked him , W hich is the first com m andm ent of all?
29)
And Jesus answered him , The first of all the com m andm ents is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our
God is one Lord:
30)
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
m ind, and with all thy strength: this is the first com m andm ent.
31)
And the second is like, nam ely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none
other com m andm ent greater than these.
32)
And the scribe said unto him , W ell, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and
there is none other but he:
33)
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as him self, is m ore than all whole burnt
offerings and sacrifices.
34)
And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him , Thou art not far from the
kingdom of God. And no m an after that durst ask him any question.


Love God and love your neighbor as yourself - because if you don’t know how to love God and receive
His love in return, you won’t be able to love your neighbor as yourself. You won’t have an
understanding of the value of you life before the Father, which doesn’t allow you to see the value of
anyone’s life.

17) Consider John 3:16, “For God so loved the W orld..” Being that God’s m otivation for sending Jesus to die
for our sins was His great love for us, then what do you think is His view of abiding in Christ?
 Maintaining a passionate relationship with God through prayer (two way com m unication), learning of
His ways and character, growing in our understanding of His W ord, His Truth, so that His Truth can
set us free from the lies that we have believed.
 Abiding - rem aining - in His love; not walking away from the free gift of salvation - choosing to receive
it by walking in it’s power on a daily basis.
 being released into His im age and staying there
 becom ing a Kingdom of God person instead of a Kingdom of Mine person.
 Aligning our lives with His heart cry - which causes us to put Him first.

18) W hen Adam fell, what truth did he forget?
 That he was created in God’s im age. He was already like God and had all that he needed to fulfill his
destiny. There was nothing that the Tree of Knowledge could provide for him that he really needed.
U Genesis 1:26-29 (KJV)
29)
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for m eat.
A) W hy is this im portant?
 Our acceptance of God’s W ord as absolute truth dictates our walk with Him and to what level we
walk in freedom .
 Our acceptance of a lie opens the door for the enem y to torm ent us and m ore im portantly, it
nullifies the grace of God in our lives, builds walls between us and God, and corrupts the im age of
who we really are.
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19) W hat does Jesus restore to those who believe in Him ?
 W e are recreated into the im age of God and adopted into His Kingdom .
Rom ans 3:22-26
Eph 1:4-6





trust, right standing with God.
all that was lost thru Adam
relationship with God
restores the im age of God within us - clears the reflective m irror within our soul that shows our true
creation in Christ Jesus.

20) W hy is it im portant to grasp the truth that we walk in the righteousness of Christ, we are accepted into the
beloved and we are now the children of God?
 W e know that we are loved no m atter what. W e know that He is faithful to m eet our needs and
accom plish His purpose within our lives. W e can draw near to Him in any circum stance, and He will
not turn away from us in disgrace or disgust.
21) How should this truth be reflected in our walk, our relationship with God and our abiding in Christ?
 W e are enabled to love God m ore freely and be loved by him m ore freely (m ore readily accept
His love). This strengthens us to love others m ore effectively, as He would.
 He becom es all that we have need of, and we rely upon that. Our first instinct is to reach for Him
instead of others or other things.
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Bible Study Questions
U John 8:3-11 (KJV)
1) W as the wom an guilty of a sin worthy of death, according to the Law?

2)

Sym bolically, who does the wom an represent?

3)

The pharisees are representative of who?

4)

Under the law, what should have been done?

5)

W hat role is Jesus standing in for this wom an?

6)

How does His role with this wom an reflect His role for us in Heaven?

U John 8: 6-8 (KJV)
7) W hat, if anything, does the fact that Jesus wrote in the sand signify?

U Romans 3:22-26 (KJV)
8) W hat does your act of accepting Jesus as your Savior earn you?
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U Eph 1:4-6
9) W hat does it m ean to be holy and without blam e before him in love?

U John 8: 7 (KJV)
10) W hy did Jesus say to them , “He that is without sin cast the first stone”?
W as this just a m eans to silence them , or is there som ething m ore significant in His statem ent?

U John 8:10-11 (KJV)
11) W hy did Jesus not condem n the wom an, knowing that she had sinned a sin worthy of death under the
law?

12) Is Jesus saying to the Church, to us, “where are thy accusers?”

13) W hen Jesus says, “Neither do I condem n thee:” , what is He saying?

14) Jesus also gives the warning “go, and sin no m ore.” W hat did He m ean by that?
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15) W hat is the “Light of Life”?

16) W hat are the greatest com m andm ents and why are they im portant?

17) Consider John 3:16, “For God so loved the W orld..” Being that God’s m otivation for sending Jesus to die
for our sins was His great love for us, then what do you think is His view of abiding in Christ?

18) W hen Adam fell, what truth did he forget?

19) W hat does Jesus restore to those who believe in Him ?

20) W hy is it im portant to grasp the truth that we walk in the righteousness of Christ, we are accepted into the
beloved and we are now the children of God?

21) How should this truth be reflected in our walk, our relationship with God and our abiding in Christ?

www.bridges-of-light.org

Bible Study Questions - 3

